In our examination of the work before us, we shall endeavour to present to our readers a clear view of the facts and deductions of the author, with an occasional comment upon some of the opinions which he has advanced. We shall follow, however, a somewhat different arrangement from that adopted by Dr XLTIT.
[Jan. 1 still remained open. This resembled, in every thing but the absence of a sphincter, the natural anus, with a slight prolapsus. At every dressing it allowed the contents of the stomach to flow out, in proportion to the quantity recently taken, and when the stomach was empty, or nearly so, a partial inversion would take place, unless prevented by the application of the finger. " Frequently, in consequence of the derangement of the dressing, the inverted part would be found of the size of a hen's egg. No difficulty, however, was experienced in reducing it by gentle pressure with the finger, or a sponge wet with cold water, neither of which produced the least pain.
In the seventh week?the circumference of the external wound was at least twelve inches, and the orifice in the 3tomach nearly in the centre, two inches below the left nipple, in a line drawn from this to the point of the left ilium."
The food and drink taken into the stomach were prevented from escaping through the perforation by a compress and tent of linen kept on by adhesive strips.
By the sixth of June, 1823, one year from the occurrence of the accident, the injured parts were all sound and firmly cicatrized, with the exception of the perforation leading into the stomach, which was about two and a half inches in circumference. From this time the patient continued gradually to improve in health and strength, and the newly-formed integuments became more and more firm. " At the point where the lacerated edges of the muscular coat of the stomach and intercostal muscles met, and united with the cutis vera, the cuticle of the external surface, and the mucous membrane of the stomach approached each other very nearly. They did not unite, like those of the lips, nose, &c. but left an intermediate marginal space, of appreciable breadth, completely surrounding the aperture. This space is about a line wide, and the cutis and nervous papilla are unprotected, and as sensible and irritable as a blistered surface abraded of the cuticle. This condition of the aperture still continues, and constitutes the principal and almost only cause of pain or distress experienced from the continuance of the aperture, the introduction of instruments, &c. in the experiments, or the exudation of fluids from the gastric cavity."
Compresses and bandages were constantly demanded, to prevent the escape of the food from the stomach, until the winter of 1823-4 ; at this period a small fold or doubling of the inner coats of the stomach appeared, forming at the superior margin of the orifice, slightly protruding, and increasing in size until it filled the aperture This valvular formation adapted itself to the opening into the stomach, so as completely to prevent the efflux of the gastric contents when the stomach is full, but was easily depressed by the finger. When the stomach is empty it plays up and down simultaneously with the respiratory muscles.
In An incipient state of putrefaction, sufficient to render the muscular fibre slightly tender, was found to increase the digestibility of most kinds of flesh.
Vegetable aliment, generally speaking, he discovered to be slower and more difficult of digestion than animal. Its solution in fhe stomach is greatly influenced, however, by division and tenderness of fibre. Crude vegetables often pass through the pylorus in an undigested state, while other food is retained and fully digested.
The thorough mastication of the food is essential to healthy digestion.
iVSKDico-cmiumoicAL Review.
[Jan. We confess that we were somewhat surprised at this assertion ; we have repeatedly employed the same expression ourselves, and really did believe that we were conveying to all our readers who were any way conversant with medical language a definite idea ; namely, that more blood is determined to the stomach during the period of digestion than when the functions of that organ are not in exercise.* That the stomach really does become a centre of fluxion when digestion is going on, is proved by the observations which Dr. B. has himself recorded. He tells us that, during digestion, the action of the vessels of the mucous membrane is increased, that the colour of the latter is of a brighter red, and that a very copious secretion takes place from its follicles and papillae?that all this is occasioned by an irritation of the membrane resulting from the presence of the food; and further, that gentle exercise increases the circulation in the vessels of the stomach and the temperature of the latter, and in this manner facilitates digestion.
"As the food becomes more and more changed from its crude to its chymified state, the acidity of the gastric fluids is considerably increased; more so in ve-* We entirely agree with the transatlantic reviewer in the above remarks. We wonder, indeed, how any accurate observer could doubt the fact that, during digestion, the vital powers, as well as the vital fluids, are concentrated on the digestive apparatus. Let 
